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(Summary)

Based on the perspectives of plurilingualism and pluriculturalism, this paper provides an
overview of multiple attempts of community collaboration designed both in and outside the
curriculum for university students studying foreign languages and related topics. In a commu-
nity-based participatory research (CBPR) approach, it also intends to assess the impacts of
these programs on the students in addition to their language acquisition and disciplinary
knowledge focusing on such elements as developing their autonomy, collaborative growth,
citizenship, and international professionalism.

The paper consists of the following five project reports: 1) a multicultural and multilingual
picture book reading project at the library (Nakayama and Yoshida); 2) community engagement
activities as part of university curriculum in collaboration with the local community (Kawakami
and Kajikawa); 3) science communication at a liberal arts university (Hatada); 4) community
engagement activities as part of field museum initiatives (Minami and Kajikawa) 5) language
study tours in collaboration with university students, international students, and high schools
(Shimamura and Minami); and 6) an elementary school English volunteer project(Yoshida)
(see Table 1). With an overview of each program, the learning effects of the program and its
impact on the community are examined and their challenges and implications are discussed for
future studies.

Instead of sticking with the conventional style of foreign language education from a
monolingual perspective, the implementation of comprehensive field-based plurilingual activi-
ties were found to be meaningful not only for university students, but also for the local commu-
nity, which is becoming increasingly multilingual and multicultural.
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