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(Summary)

This paper analyzes French immigration policies under the Hollande’s Presidency from
2012 to 2017, and particularly, its expulsion policies and the decision-making process for the
Romani People.

Traditionally, the socialist party is known to be more tolerant to migrants, even towards
illegal immigration. At the beginning of Hollande’s Presidency the French government was
expected to be a more welcoming to migrants and refugees compared to the policies of
Sarkozy. Yet this government adopted strict policies, especially to Romani People. The Interior
Minister Emmanuel Valls stated that “Roma gypsies should return to Bulgaria or Romania
because they can’t integrate into French society,” and he added “Roma gypsies have a way of
life that is extremely different to ours, and they are obviously in confrontation with our French
population.” In addition to these expulsion policies, Valls and Hollande complained about the
European Union’s directives for the quota of refugees. As a result, the socialist presidency was
unable to adopt humanitarian policies proclaimed by Hollande at the French Presidential
Election which was held in 2012.

This article refers to “left-wing” and “right-wing” as terms to imagine general political
orientation, but this dualism is no longer sufficient to explain actual French immigration
policies and expulsion policies for the Romani people because there is now political consensus
between both. The Socialist and left-wing parties have moved from their humanitarian ideology
and aligned with the political orientations of the right-wing.
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