
The Transition of the Significance of Cretcheu and amor in Morna 

 
 

   The singer Cesária Évora is famous for having spread Cabo Verdean culture to the world by singing morna and 

coladeira. The former is a musical genre at the core of the cultural identity of Cabo Verde, while the latter, a 

rhythmical dancing music, is a tradition of the northern islands of the country. The expression of love, cretcheu and 

amor in Cabo Verdean Creole, is prominent in the lyrics of morna. Both terms certainly bear a special and profound 

significance for the people of Cabo Verde who experienced a massive emigration in the past. 

The present research is a study of the lyrics of morna in the period of Cesária Évora (end of the twentieth century) 

and the present (beginning of the twenty-first century) to examine the significance of cretcheu and amor expressed 

in her albums and also in the daily life of the people of Cabo Verde. The expression of cretcheu 

and amor has a sens .g. love a person, with love, etc.). The author shows that, while cretcheu had 

multiple and complex meanings in morna in every period, from the end of the nineteenth century to the beginning of 

the twentieth century, it only has a single meaning morna 

and coladeira was a way of inheriting the culture of Cabo Verde. 
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Pa julga realidade dess noss pais 

 

Ma cma déboxe de ceu, tudo tem se limite 

Bô puder ka é infinito 

E li ké Cabo Verde 
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