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(Summary)

The purpose of this article is to review and examine Command Culture: Officer Education
n the U.S. Army and the German Armed Forces, 1901-1940, and the consequences for World
War II, by Jorg Muth. Previous Studies dealing with officer education have paid little attention
to the comparative history and this book is of great value in addressing this. The book is
divided into three parts, in which Muth compares the way the American and German military
trained their cadets and officers. Part 1 depicts the selection and appointment of officers. Part 2
discusses, “Intermediate Advanced Education and Promotion”. Part 3 is the conclusion. In Part
2, Muth compares the American Command and General Staff School with the German
Kriegsakademie, but this comparison might be difficult for Japanese to understand. There was
no German educational institution equivalent to the Army War College in America. Despite this
possibility of perception gap, this work explores an extremely important topic about how to
best train military officers. Finally, there remains the following question for Japanese readers:

How about the officer education in the Japanese imperial army?
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