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(Summary)

Because of its character as a “total war” in which participants, victorious and defeated
nations alike, mobilized their resources to the fullest extent, the Second World War became a
rare historical moment in which, by virtue of major political and economic upheaval both
domestically and internationally, an old political and economic order crumbled and was
ultimately disintegrated, creating a momentum in search of a new stable and peaceful world
order. Indeed, it offered a new opportunity for devising new international rules, norms and
institutions both on the international front, as well as on the domestic front.

The purpose of this essay is to trace the process in which a consensus on the norms, rules
and institutions of the postwar order/system based on liberal international order (or
multilateralism) was reached by wartime diplomacy during World War II. By closely examining
major conferences attended by leaders, officials and policy experts of the Allied Powers,
especially those of the United States, Great Britain and the Soviet Union, this essay traces the
historical process in which the policy ideas of liberal internationalist order were articulated and
agreed upon between the governments of the Allied Powers. It also closely analyzes the ways
in which they were actually embodied in the real-world political formations, i.e., the Bretton
Woods system and the United Nations, during World War II. In the final analysis, the essay
evaluates the legacies of the international economic and security order designed during World
War II from the vantage point of the early twenty-first century.
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