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(Summary)

Hollywood movies of the 1990s portrayed naked male bodies as the symbol of re-masculin-
ization of emasculated males. Since masculinity was becoming ambiguous, the 90s’ males built
up their muscles to reaffirm their male identities. Twenty-first-century males not only build up
their body but also shave their chest hair to enhance their attractiveness to women. Their
bodies appear more feminized and closer to projecting a stereotypical gay image when
compared to the men of the previous era. Apparently, the history of male bodies is changing in
accordance with the emerging social changes.

This thesis goes back to the 1980s and examines the representation of naked male bodies
in two movies, the blockbuster Top Gun (1986), and a youth comedy, Revenge of the Nerds
(1984) . The former has photogenic shots of muscled bodies of navy pilots leading some critics
to point out that it might be a gay movie while the latter portrays nerds’ unmanly bodies in a
ridiculous manner, which nerds try hard to hide out of shame.

From today’s viewpoints, both movies are considered a prelude to the 1990s and twenti-
eth-century male bodies. Naked bodies of females have always been considered the object of
sexual gaze. However, we now understand how naked male bodies are also becoming objecti-
fied for the gaze of audiences.
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