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(Summary)

America seems not to be what it was at the Obama administration. Then what is America?
Where is it going? The purpose of the present paper is to research social and cultural sources
which must have led to the Trump regime. An American political scientist, Joseph Samuel Nye
Jr. says in Is the American Century Over? that the American century is likely to continue for a
number of decades, but it will be very different from when Henry Luce first articulated in “The
American Century” in 1941. The American century is a period between the 1930s and 1970s
whose trend of the times can be called modernism, and its decline had started druing just
before the fall of Saigon, the harbingur of postmodernism. If the quality of postmodernism is
deconstruction, then the American postomodernism is to question modern capitalism, technol-
ogy and and an idea of human progress. The deconstructive power was civil rights movements,
artists’ antiwar activities and above all things, media networks. Just the postmodern situation is
verified from the perspective of political philosophy by Hardt and Negri as America transform-
ing itself to “Empire” that is a decentered network of multitudes. However, even in the era of
the West displaced and heroes transferred, America seems to go for totalitarialism, which must
be prevented not by the mass but self-disciplined as well as collabolatively independent,
creative individualities. Not retreating to the modern American century, a new world century
where all of self-deploying individualities can be endowed with freedom, equality and rights to
pusuit happiness.
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